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dealings, Be you temperate in all 
thivgs, a let Wand and — : 
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ſpeech, Let patience and humility, 


their actions will reaſonably bear. 


your relations want that love and 
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be your undivided. companions, 
Let truth and purity, ſeriouſneſs- 
and modeſty, heavineſs and gravity, | 
be the conſtant ornament of your 
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ſimplicity and ſincerity, ſhine out 
in all the parts of your converſations. 
See that you forget and forgive 
wrongs, and requite them with 
kindneſs, as you would be found 
the children of the Moſt High. Be 
merciful in your cenfures, and put 
the moſt favourable, conſtruction 
upon your brethren's carriage, that 


Be ſlow in promiſing, punctual in 
fulfilling. Let meekneſs and inno- 
cence, affableneſs, yieldingneſs, and | 
ſimplicity; commend your conver- 
ſations to all men. Let none of 


loyalty, reverence and duty, that 
5 C4 tender 
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tenderneſs, care and vigilance; which 


their ſeveral places and capacities 


call for. This is thorough Godli- 


neſs. I charge you before the Moſt / 
High Gop, that none of you be 
found a ſwearer, or a liar, or a 


lover of evil company, or a ſcoffer, 
or malicious, or covetous, or a 
drunkard, or a glutton, unrighteous 


in his dealing, unclean in his living, 
or a quarreller, or a thief, or a 


backbiter, or a railer; for [ denounce. 
unto you, from the living Gop, that 


deſtruction and damnation is the end 
of all ſuch, Prov. 23, 20. James 5. 12, 
Rev. 21, 8. 1 Cor. 6. 9, e 
Gal. 5.10 40% . 5 


2. Family Godlineſs. He that hath ; 


| ſet up CHRIST in his heart, will be 


ſure to ſtudy to ſet him up in his 


houſe, Let every family with you 
4 4 Chriſtian Church, 1 Cor. 16, 


t I 


. 19. oy hone a houſe bs bye 
1 let every houſholder ſay with Jaſbua, 5 
5 'T and my houſe will ſerve the Lord, 
7 Joſh. 24. 15. and reſolve with Da- 
: vid, I will walk in my TIE. with 4 
; perfect heart, Pal. 101. 2. Let 
me preſs upon you a _ butler f 
5 general. n 5 3 $5. 1 
? Firſt, Let religion be in your fa 
{ milies, not as a matter by the by, 
, (to be minded at leiſure; when the 
world will give you leave) but the 
ſtanding buſineſs of the houſe : let 
them bave your prayers as duly as 
their meals. Are there any of your 
families, but have time for their 
taking food ? wretched. man!! t 
| thou not find time to pray in? 
| ' Secondly. Settle it upon your | 
| hearts, that your ſouls are bound 
up in the ſouls of your family; they 
: are committ:d unto, yous and if they 
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will be required at your hands.— 

Sirs, if you do not, you ſhall know, 
that the charge of ſouls is a heavy 
charge, and that the blood of ſouls 


is a heavy guilt, O man, haſt thou 
A charge of ſouls to anſwer for, and 
doſt thou not yet beflir thyſelf for 
them, that their blood be not found 
in thy ſkirts.? will thou do no more 


for immortal ſouls, than thou. wilt 


do for the beaſts. that periſh? what 
doſt thou do for thy children and 


ſervants? thou provideſt meat and 


drink for them, agreeable to their 
nature; and, doſt thou not the ſame 
for thy beaſts? thou giveſt them 
medicines, and cheriſheſt them 


when they be ſick; and, doſt thou 


not the ſame for thy ſwipe ? more 
9 3 particularly, | 


| 4 Let 


1 
I. Let the ſolemn addin of the 


Word, and ſinging of pſalms, be 
. your family exerciſes, John 5. 39. 


Pfal. 118. x5. See CnRlsr ſinging 
with his family, viz. his diſciples, 
"I $6. 36. - * 

Let every perſon in your fab. 
mile be duly called to an account 


of rheir profiting by the Word heard 


or read; this is a duty of conſe- 


quence unſpeakable, and would be 

a means to bring thoſe under your 
__ Charge to remember and profit by 
what they receive, See CHRIST 
example in calling his family to ac- 


count, Mat. 16. 11, 13, 15. 

. Often take an account of the 
foils under your care, concerning 
their ſpiritual ſtates, [herein you 


muſt be followers of CHRIST, Mat. 


13. 10. 36, 51. Mark 4. 10, 11.] 
make enquiry - into their condition, 
C6 | ;ofilt 
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100 i upon the ſinfulneſs * 


miſery. of their natural ſtate, and 


upon the neceſſity of regeneration. 
and converſion, in order to their 
ſalvation. Admoniſh them gravely 


of their ſins, encourage their be- 


dianings, follow them. earneſtly, 


and let them have no quiet for you, 


until you ſee them in a ſaving 


change. This 1 a wy; of very 


| fraid) moſt fagrf ally defies — 
doth not confriency lays. Ti hau art 
the man ? : | 


W ank to the ric anAiging. 


of the Sabbath by all your houſhold, 
Exod. 20. 10. Levit. 23. 3. Many 
poor families have little time elſe: 


O improve but your. Sabbath- days 


as diligently in labouring for know- 
edge, and doing your Maker's 
Wil, as you do the other days in 


C73 12 5 


| doing your on work, and T doubt. 
not but you may come to ſome pros 
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5. Let the morning 2nd; evening 
ſacrifice of ſolemn, prayer be daily 
offered up in all your families, Pſal. 
92. 1, 2. Exod. 30. 7, 8. Luke 1. 
9, 10. Beware ye be not found 
among the families that call not 
upon Gop's name; for why. ſhould, 
there be wrath from the Logp upon, 
your families, Jer. 10. 25. 0 mi- 
ſerable families, without Gop in 


the world, that are without family 


prayer! What! Have you ſo ma- 
ny family ſins, family wants, family 
mercies; what! and yet no family 
prayers ! How do you pray with 
all prayer and ſupplication, if you 
do not with family prayer ? Epheſ. 
6. 18. Say not, / baue no times 
Haſt thou not all thy time on pur- 
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poſe to ſerve Gov and fave thy foul?” 
And yet is this the work- for which 
thou canſt find no time ? Find 
but an heart, and I will find time, 
Pinch out of your meals and ſleep, 
rather than want time for prayer? 
: of not, my buſineſs will not give me 
| leave: this is the greateſt buſineſs, 
to ſave thyſelf and the ſouls com- 
mitted to thee. Buſineſs! a whet 
will be no lett. In a word, the 
bleſſing of all is to be got by prayer, 
n 29. 11, 12. 2 Sam. 7. 29. 
And what is thy buſineſs without 
God's bleſſing? Say not, I am not 
able; Uſe thy one Talent, and Gop 
will increaſe, Matt. 25. 24, &c,— 
Helps are to be had till thou art bet- 
ter able. But if there be no other 


remedy thou muſt join with thine 
abler neighbour ; Gop hath ſpecial 
regard to joint prayer, Jam, 5. 4, 
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to 1 Acts 12. 5, 10, 12. 2 Cor. 
1. 11. and therefore you muſt im- 
prove Family Advantages for the 


performing of it. 

6. Put every one in your families 
upon private prayer. Obſerve whe⸗ 
ther they do perform it. Get them 
the help of a form, if they need it, 
till they are able to go without it, 
Dire& them how to pray, by re- 
minding them of their fins, wants, 
and mercies, the materials of prayer, 
This was the practice of John ne 
of Jeſus, Luke 11. 1. 2, Ke. 

7. Set up catechiſing in your fa- 
milies, at the leaſt once every week, 


Have you no dread of the Almighty's 


charge, that you ſhould teach theſe 
Things dihgently ta your children, and 
talk of them as you fit in your houſes ? 
Deut. 6. 6, 7, c. and train them 
up in the way whertin they /hould 2% 
Pr OV 
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"Hi . 3. 
Divas: oP _ Hath Gon © com- 
0 mended Abrabam, that be. would 
teach his children and houſhold, Gen. 
18, 19. and that he had many in- 
Atructed ſervants, | Gen. 06: 14. (ee 
the margin) and given ſuch a pro- 
miſe to him thereupon, and will you - 
not put in for a ſhace, neither in 
| the praiſe nor the promiſe? Hath 
| CunisT honoured catechiſing with 
his preſence, and will you not prac- 
tice it? Say not, your children 
and ſetvants are careleſs, and will 
not learn: What have you your 
authority for, if not to uſe it for 
Gon, and the Good of their. Souls? 
'You will call them up, and force 
them to do your work : And ſhould 


you not, at leaſt, be as zealous in 


putting them upon Gop's work ? 
Say not, they are dull, and are not 
re 8 5 N be dull, Gov re- 

| — quires 


Is k 
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u the more pains and 
. py? bus. ſo dull as they are, 
you will make them learn how to 
work; and can they not learn ho, 
to live? Are they capable of the 
myſteries of your trade, and are 
they not capable of the plain prin- 
ciples of religion? Well, as ever 


- 


you would ſee the growth. of reli - 5 


gion, the cure of ignorance, the 
remedy of prophaneneſs, the dowu- 
fal of error, fulfil you my joy, in 
going through with this duty. 


— 


Will you anſwer the calls of Di 1 5 


vine Providence? Would you re- 
move the incumbent, or prevent the 
impendent calamities? Would you 
plant nurſeries for the Church of 
Gop? Would you that Gop ſhould 
build your houſes, and bleſs your 
ſubſtance? Would you that your 
children ſhould bleſs you? O then 
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ſet up piety in your families, as ever 
. you would be bleſſed, or be a bleſ= 
| ſing: Let your hearts and your 
houſes be the "Temples of the living 


— ing to all | | 
_ reQions) may with conſtancy re- 
ly per | Prov, 29. Is 
He that being often reproved, hars |. 
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Me 
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4 wiſe in time, that you be not 
niſerable to | 
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A Prayer for a Family. 

;  GOD' our heavenly Father, 

thou haſt ſaid, Szek ye ny face, © | 

incline our hearts to reply, thy fare 

Tord would we ſeek. Raiſe the deſire | 

| of our ſouls to thy name, and the 

remembrance of thee, Our eyes are 

towards thee, and all our expect 

tions from thee. Have mercy upon 

us according to the riches of thy 

: grace in Chriſt Jeſus, and according 
to the multitude of thy tender mer- 
cies, blot out our tranſgreſſions. 
remember not againſt us former ini- 

quities ; enter not into judgment 
with thy ſervants, Be pleaſed to 

| enlighten our minds with thy ſaving 
truth ; reform our deprayed wills, 


- * - 


and lead them to a chearful and ready 
- compliance with thy will ; regulate 
our unruly paſſions, purify our cor- 
rupt affections; and make us holy 
as thou art holy. Quicken us, O 
Lord, to hear thy voice, while it is 
called to- day; 3. that we may make 
- haſte, and delay not, to keep thy 
commandments. 
EKseep us ever mindful of the mort- 
8 | neſs of our time, the frailty of our 
les, and that here we have no con- 
| tinuing city,-May the world be 
more crucified to us. Make us, we 
- Pray, thee, more concerned for our 
eyerlaſting welfare, and more careful | 
to improve every preſent enjoyment - 
to our ſouls? eternal advantage, and 
to grow better ſtill as we grow older, 
_ * that the days which paſs over us may 
not leave us without ſome amend- 
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ment wrought i in us, bot that the . 
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work of thy grace may go on fats 
eeſsfully in our hearts, t till it has 
made us fit for the j joys, and glories 
of thy heavenly kingdom. 

Our own unworthineſs would 
make us deſpair of obtaining all 
theſe great and good things which 
we beg at thy hands, O Lord, but 
the remembrance of thy bounty, and 
how much we are every day receive 
ing from thee, puts life into our 
hopes, and encouragement into our 
prayers, and leaves us no room to 
doubt of ſuch tried merey. O good 
Lord, continue thy fatherly care 
over us by night and by day, aſleep 
and awake, at home and abroad, give 
us day by day our daily bread, lead us 


not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil, from ſin, the worſt of evils, - 


and keep us- by thy mighty power 
through faith unto ſalyation, All we 
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aſk is far the fake of Jeſus, | 


thy dear Son, for whom we would | - 
ever bleſs' thee, and in whom we 
deſite to be found living and dying, | 
and to whom be glory and domi- 
Amen, 1 


5 
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ing, | FATHER divine, thy piercing eye 


mi- Shoots through the darkeſt night, 
e n deep retirement thou art nigh | 

= i With heart diſcerning fight 

| Here ſhall thy piercing eye ſurvey 


Our duteous homage paid, 
With every morning's dawning ray, 
And every evening's ſhade, | 


O may thy own celeſtial fire, = 
0 The incenſe till inflame, - MW 
While our warm vows to thee aſpire 

rs | 'Thro' our Redeemer's name, WM 
So ſhall the viſits of thy love IM 

Our ſouls united bleſs; „ 


| = By ſhall thoſedeign in worlds a 
| Thy ſuppliants to confeſs, 
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